
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
June 30, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
June 30, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; 
George Sidhu, Engineering Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Bill Trueman, Environmental Services Coordinator; 
Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Chris Shaff, 
Planning Engineer; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Mike Benton, Project 
Manager; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield; Terri 
Cook; Jay Krier and Brent Barnes, Scarsella Brothers; Ron Reskowski, Mount Vernon 
resident. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for June 30, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 06/23/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers  

No. 2626 – Voucher No. 3714 ($226.20) 06/24/15 
No. 2627 – Voucher Nos. 3715-3779 ($814,277.81) 06/30/15 

The motion passed 

Under Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported that the Judy WTP to Sedro-Woolley 
Transmission Pipeline Replacement Phase 1 Project was finished ahead of schedule and 
the line was back in service on Sunday.  Manager Powell commended everyone who 
worked on this project for a job well done, including District staff and Scarsella Brothers.   

Engineering Manager Sidhu added that it took a lot of planning and preparation for the 
project and finishing ahead of schedule was a huge accomplishment.  He introduced 
Scarsella Brothers Construction Inspector Brent Barnes and Scarsella Brothers Project 
Site Superintendent Jay Krier, stating the District could not have asked for a better 
contractor.  Engineering Manager Sidhu commended Engineering, Operations, 
Distribution and all the employees who helped bring this project to completion.  Manager 
Powell stated that the District did not receive a single call when the pipeline had to be 
bypassed or when it was placed back in service. 

The Commission thanked the employees and contractor as well.  Commissioner 
Robertson commented that it was outstanding that the South Skagit Highway would be 
reopened ahead of schedule in time for the 4th of July holiday weekend.  He asked about 
the pipeline crossing that was hit with debris when the valve blew; Operations Manager 
Fox replied that it needs to be inspected.   

Brent Barnes commended Operations Manager Fox and his crew from his perspective, 
stating they were outstanding to work with. 

Manager Powell also reported that demands are exceeding the use of one pump and 
Operations Manager Fox and WTP Superintendent Wardell have requested use of a 
second pump beginning July 1.  Due to the current high turbidity in the river due to the 
chocolate glacier, staff will hold off on the second pump for a bit.  Manager Powell 
requested that WTP Superintendent Wardell draw samples from the river to determine 
how long it will take for the glacial till to settle out and make a determination regarding 
use of a second pump at that time.  Operations Manager Fox stated that even if the second 
pump cannot be used, the District can make it through the warm weather with the current 
reservoir level.  Commissioner Robertson commended the management of the reservoir, 
indicating last year the level was lower than it is currently at this time. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported that the next project scheduled is the 30th Street 
Transmission Pipeline and bids for the project are due on July 2.  He stated that crews are 
staying busy in the watershed.   



Operations Manager Fox echoed Manager Powell’s and Engineering Manager Sidhu’s 
comments regarding how well the Pipeline Replacement Project went.  Commissioner 
Littlefield asked about the low tides on Guemes Island and Potlatch water service; 
Operations Manager Fox replied it has been difficult, but the District is working through 
it.  He stated that there are also issues with the Alger Well; property owners are running 
sprinklers and using quite a bit of water.  He stated that the District will ask property 
owners to forgo watering.  He indicated that four houses are using 50% of the water.   

Manager Powell reported that the Gilligan Creek source water lines for the Weyerhaeuser 
storm culvert replacement work are epoxy lined rather than concrete as originally 
thought, and are in good shape. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell reviewed the line extension policy indicating 
Commissioner Cook was right about the requirement for a single customer in a rural area, 
requiring pipe to extend one pipe length beyond the residence so that people down the 
road at a later time do not have to pay to cross the neighboring property.  If there is not 
residence, then the pipe must go to the far end of the property line.  He indicated that 
since 1990 there have been numerous exceptions granted, by variance or waiver, due to 
varying circumstances brought before the Resolution Committee, which deals with such 
requests and makes recommendations to the General Manager.  Manager Powell read 
aloud a portion of Resolution No. 2028-04 which adopted the Water Policy Manual and 
allows that in specific instances, the General Manager may, at his/her discretion, waive or 
modify the application of the policies and procedures described within the Water Policy 
Manual, including the application of standard fees and charges, provided such waiver or 
modification allows for more effective or efficient achievement of District goals, 
objectives, and overall policies. 

Manager Powell stated that LUDs are not waterline extensions, and in the case of the 
proposed Mann Road LUD the District is replacing a water system and waterline 
extension requirements do not apply.  Commissioner Cook indicated that Resolution No. 
1626-94 requires that a meter be within 300 feet of the residence.  Commissioner Cook 
stated that there was a request denied and the Water Policy Manual should be changed to 
be the same for everyone, contractors as well as the District; Manager Powell replied he 
would review the resolution.  Commissioner Cook stated that he believes the proposed 
LUD is substandard and does not meet water policy and does not meet DSHS standards 
referencing Resolution No. 1410; Commissioner Robertson replied that it is not a line 
extension, but rather an LUD and meets required standards.  Manager Powell stated that 
it is a private service line that was fed by a master meter, after which individual meters 
were installed.  Commissioner Cook stated that the whole system is in violation and 
commented again about changing the Water Policy Manual; Manager Powell replied he 
would review the resolution; however, the Water Policy Manual incorporated all of the 
resolutions regarding water service. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell stated that the District declared three properties 
surplus and one of those properties referred to as either Waugh Road, Montreau or 
Eaglemont Tank Site is of great interest to three people.  He stated that the property is 
being appraised to determine fair market value and the next step will be to schedule a 
public hearing prior to offering for sale by sealed bid.  Commissioner Littlefield stated he 
had received a letter from a property owner regarding the surplus property.  
Commissioner Robertson stated that the letter indicates an easement disagreement and 
recommended a title search be conducted; Manager Powell replied that a title search will 
be conducted.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the interested parties will be notified of 
the public hearing; Manager Powell replied yes, if they have made their interest known to 
the District.  Discussion ensued regarding property access and easement issues.  Manager 
Powell distributed copies of the property description and stated that the timeframe for ads 
for the public hearing and bid process will be presented on an upcoming agenda. 

Under Audience Comments, Ron Raczkowski, 4315 Sycamore Court, stated he is aware 
there is a lot of interest in this property and expressed his concerns regarding the sale, 
including access, easements, and future building meeting standards of the Montreau 
Development.  Mr. Raczkowski stated he was present to deliver the letter Commissioners 
Littlefield and Robertson mentioned.  Discussion ensued regarding property zoning and 
access.  Commissioners Cook and Robertson stated that the District cannot decide who 
can or cannot purchase the property, which is decided through the sealed bid process.  



Mr. Raczkowski indicated the interested parties would like to review the information 
determined by the title report and appraisal.  Manager Powell indicated that there will be 
public notice in the local paper of the date and time scheduled for a public hearing. 

Mike Benton added to earlier comments regarding the Judy WTP to Sedro-Woolley 
Transmission Pipeline Replacement Phase 1 Project, commending Engineering Manager 
Sidhu and Environmental Services Coordinator Trueman for the upfront work performed 
in advance of the project and for the cooperative team effort with HDR Engineering. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson reported on his attendance at 
the recent WA PUD Association (WPUDA) Water Committee meeting, including 
discussion concerning the importance of local financing of water infrastructure projects; 
the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) which was intended to be a 
good vehicle for utilities has not yet been funded; a presentation by Tom Loringer (DOE) 
regarding the agency’s willingness to work to find solutions such as the temporary water 
right transfers, praising the results reached by the District, DOE, Tribes and City of 
Anacortes; and a drought roundtable discussion.   

Commissioner Cook asked what kind of plan the District has in place if the Alger Well 
goes dry; Operations Manager Fox replied that the District would likely be trucking 
water.  Commissioner Cook asked if that service is lined up; Operations Manager Fox 
replied that a local business has been used in the past and would be contacted if the need 
arose.  Commissioner Cook requested a copy of the Governor’s order to irrigate. 

Commissioner Littlefield asked about mandatory water restrictions; Manager Powell 
replied that the District does not have policing authority under the statutes.   

Operations Manager Fox stated that in California he saw conservation goals of 30% and 
they turn the water pressure down 30-40% at night to discourage watering.  He stated that 
4 out of 20 houses are using 50% of the water in Alger.  Commissioner Littlefield stated 
there is nothing wrong with encouraging customers to cut back on watering during 
drought periods. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of June 30, 2015 was adjourned at 5:36 
PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


